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NPARA'S 2010 FIELD TOUR

Wednesday JULY 28 @ 11:00 AM
NPARA Research Farm

GUEST SPEAKERS: 1/2 mile west of North Star

Ron Heller - Direct Seeding into Sod

Jim Broatch - Alberta Agriculture - Beneficial insects

Calvin Yoder - Alberta Agriculture - Pre-seed Burn-off Herbicide Trial NORTH PEACE APPLIED RESEARCH ASSOCIATION
- Fall vs Spring Nitrogen on Smooth Bromegrass

- Herbicide Trial on Smooth Bromegrass
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GROWING FORWARD - Y.
FUNDING PROGRAMS FOR PRODUCERS k

GROWING FORWARD STEW ARDSHIP PLANS - Stewardship Plans are designed to help producers demonstrate their
environmental practices and plan for operational improvements that will reduce their environmental impact. Producsgsineidl be
to complete an Environmental Farm Plan (EFP) and a risk report based on their EFP which will direct them to one of three
management programs that best suit their operation. Producers who apply to the Programs and are approved can reseive 50/50 ¢
share funding to help them achieve actions they have identified in their work plan. Stewardship Plans are dividedimg@Bdgrog
the maximum funding an Applicant can receive in each program is:

i Integrated Crop Management$20,000

1 Grazing & Winter Feeding Managemer§15,000

1 Manure Management$50,000
Producers can apply to more than one of the programs with separate Work Plans and Program Applications need to b@icompletec
each. If you need assistance in completing these, we can assist you. You are eligible to apply for funding if yeidiaare compl
Environmental Farm Plan and have a Growing Forward registration number.

GROWING FORWARD WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM - REPLACES THE PFRA PROGRAM
This program provides technical assistance and incentive for the creation of a Long Term Water Management Plan. Peogram pay
will be based om of eligible costs to a maximum of $5000. Eligible projects include:

1 Wells

1 Dugouts (including development of a new dugout, aeration, fencing and floating intak ;

1 Dams (including intake and fencing) Growmg FO["\Nard *
1 Spring Development ;

1 Water tanks/storage/cisterns for low producing wells or as part of permanent water su,

1 Energy sources for access to new water sources or previously unused source

1 Buried pipelines

1 Livestock watering components, water supply development services
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TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THESE PROGRAMS, YOU MUST HAVE A GROWING FORWARD (GF) REGISTRATION
NUMBER. TO OBTAIN A GF NUMBER, COMPLETE AND SUBMIT THE GF REGISTRATION FORM WHICH
CAN BE OBTAINED OFF THE WEBSITE BELOW, BY CALLING 310 -FARM (3276) OR CONTACT NPA RA @ 780

HOW TO TELL IF A GRASSHOPPER IS A PEST OR NO'}
BASIC RULES OF THUMB

Any grasshopper flying before June is not a pest.

Crop pest grasshoppers hatch in late May and early June, are brown or black, and always have tiny trian-
gular wing buds, not large wings that can be folded back when examined closely.

Any grasshopper with hind wings highly visible in flight (red, yellow, orange or black) is not a pest.
Grasshoppers have four wings; the hind wings are the flying wings, folded under the leathery forewings
when not in use.

Any grasshopper that sings, calls, clacks, clatters or makes other similar sounds, either in flight or on
the ground, is not a pest. The pest species (and some non -pest species) are silent.

Any grasshopper that inhabits a crop on a warm day without feeding on the vegetation may be a tempo-
rary resident that is moving to more preferred vegetation.

Grasshoppers that remain in rangeland, headlands, or other grassland without moving into crops are like-
ly to be species that do not damage crops (monitoring during warm weather will allow this to be deter-
mined), and do not require control actions.

Grasshoppers that appear lethargic and hang on vegetation in mid or late summer may be infected with
naturally occurring pathogens that will help reduce their numbers.
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ADVANCE PAYMENTS PROGRAM (APP)
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COMBIN

Protect your investment by learning how to:

9 Optimize your combine settings
7 Save fuel
71 Prevent yield | o
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“SOIL IS MUCH MORE INTERESTING THAN DIRT”

In early April a group of us exchange for the carbonich products  Q The most biologically active area is
travelled down to Tower Lake Hall near of photosynthesis. These fungi make the rhizosphere (rooting zone). It is
Dawson CreeKvia the Leading Edge phosphorus more available to plants bathed in energyrich carbon com-
van)to listen to Jill Clapperton, world and they prefer cereal crops. They are pounds, (products of plant photo-
renowned soil scientist and here are a also known to increase resistance of synthesis) which have leaked from
few tidbits we learned: the plant host to root diseases the roots. These include sugars,
Q Fall tillage is the most detrimental to Q IS very important to use crop sequence ~ @mino acids and organic acids

soil organisms, spring tillage will do and cover crops. These rotations en- called root exudates. The quantity
less damage hance multiplication of Mycorrhizae: & quality of these compounds deter-
Q A pea crop will actually modify soil fCanol a' Wheat/ Barl ey'P erﬁ'@e's_@g W'Srpbéa} CIQ'F“HL&P'W of
P P y the rhizosphere

structure Q It is important to rotate our crops ) )
different organisms like different crops Q Rotate low residue crops like peas

Q Earthworms LOVE canola, they may o1\ e iaed the diversity of soil organ- ~ @nd canola with higher residue cere-

only have one neuron for a brain but

they know which crops they prefer isms. Mycorrhizae do not like canola als to reduce trash loading
and they doné6t |i but earthworms do Q Glyphosate is an incredible metal
carbon. They really like canola, flax Q Soil Organic Matter (SOM) is the prima- ~ chelator, binding heavy metals.
and peas ry food source for soil organisms, and Crops ”ied Ma”ga”.fstﬁ anﬂ.glypho-
Q Mycorrhizal fungi are a pipeline e~ the quantity and quality of the SOMis  B&1E akes 1 Uaualenle, o 0at
tween the soil and the plant, moving ~ What drives nutrient cycling man y g sulp
water and nutrients to the plant in ganese
SEEEEEEEEEEE
THANK -YOU LEADING EDGE for supplying the van and driver at no charge - your generosity is much appreciated!!!

CONTROLLED TRAFFIC FARMING WEBSITE

Controlled Traffic Farming Alberta (CTFA) is a fardeat initiative aimed at evaluating controlled traffic farming systems in
Alberta. The farmers are interested in taking Adl and precision agriculture to the next level. They recently launched a wep

site and web based message board discussion group on ont
part of our plan to build a network of people interested in controlled traffic. CTF is pretty new to Alberta so sharingsided
guestions among grower s, agronomi st s, equi pment deal e s

The Controlled Traffic Farming Alberta Message Board is a forum to share your questions and experience
about controlled traffic, guidance, interow seeding, equipment, agronomics and other issues and observa-
tions. To sign up for the forum, go to the websiteww.controlledtrafficfarming.org/and follow the link. The
website also has valuable links to controlled traffic farming web sites.

What is Controlled Traffic Farming and Why Do It?
Controlled traffic farming is a system that tries to separate the area that machinery travels on from the area where the crpp
grows. Permanent traffic lanes where all machinery travels each year are established. A farmer needs to build a machiiery

[2)

system where as much as possible all machinery uses a similar wheel gauge (distance between wheels across the machine).
One of the most common systems used is a 30 foot seeder, 30 foot combine/header and 90 foot sprayer, all running on
similar wheel gauge, for example 10 feet.

Controlled traffic farming is an attempt to address the detrimental effects of compaction caused by the current tools we uge
to travel our fields. A one pass direct seeding system covers about 50% of the field each year. It is also estimated it 1

of the damage caused by compaction is created on the first pass over the field. The move to larger and heavier equipmént
and random traffic in most cropping systems has increased compaction.

Equipment Considerations
RTK GPS guidance is an essential technology for controlled traffic. Adapting laigge farming systems to controlled traffic

will be a challenge. Matching wheel widths, selecting appropriate tires or tracks and implement widths are all part of aes
ing an effective system that keeps all wheel tracks traveling on the same lanes. The combine will likely be the driver in g
lecting wheel widths, so 120 inch tracks will be common. Inter row seeding and more precision application of pesticides pnay
be some of the first steps taken towards a full blown controlled traffic system.
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If you are already practising CTF or are interested in these new concepts, please call Peter Gamache @2(B8346
Or emailpmgamache@gmail.comFunding is being provided by Alberta Crop Industry Fund (ACIDF), Alberta Canola Producers Cgm-
mission, Alberta Pulse Growers, Alberta Barley Commission and Alberta Winter Wheat Producers Commission




