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¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ н ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ  hǳǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ǝƳŜ ƛǎ 
/ƻǊŜŜ wŜƛƴŘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻƴ aŀȅ 
оΦ /ƻǊŜŜ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ оǊŘ ȅŜŀǊ 
ƛƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ ƻŦ !Σ ƳŀƧƻǊƛƴƎ 
ƛƴ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳƛƴƻǊ ƛƴ tƘȅǎΦ 
9ŘΦ /ƻǊŜŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŀǊƳ ƎƛǊƭΣ  ōƻǊƴ ŀƴŘ 
ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ƎǊŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ōǳũŀƭƻ ŦŀǊƳ ƛƴ 
wŜƛƴǿƻƻŘΦ  WƻƭŜƴŜ bƻōƭŜ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǎǘŀũ 
ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΣ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀƊŜǊ ƻǳǊ 
!ƎǊƻŦƻǊŜǎǘǊȅ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀǘ aǳǊŘƻŎƘ 
[ŀƪŜΦ  WƻƭŜƴŜΣ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦŀǊƳ ƎƛǊƭΣ 
ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƘŜǊ оǊŘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ ƻŦ ! 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ƛǎ ǇǳǊǎǳƛƴƎ ŀ .Φ{ŎΦ ƛƴ     
!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ 

 

The Alberta govern-

ment recognizes that a 

critical mass of age-

verified cattle is need-

ed to meet growing 

domestic consumer 

and foreign market 

import expectations. This infor-

mation supports preventing and 

responding to animal disease 

incidents, assuring food safety 

and maintaining and recapturing 

market and export opportunities. 

This program was created to 

assist cow-calf producers with 

age-verification and increase 

participation in age-verification. 

All Alberta cow-calf producers 

age-verifying their animals are 

eligible. RFID ear tags pur-

chased from January 1, 2009 

onward are eligible, with the 

incentive based on the number 

of 2009 born calves that were or 

will be age-verified.  Each calf 

must be tagged with a 

CCIA-approved RFID 

ear tag prior to being 

age-verified. This 3 

year program applies 

incentive-discounts of 

up to $3.00 for each 

age-verified animal, to RFID ear 

tags purchased between Jan 1, 

2009 - Dec 31, 2012. If the tags 

have already been purchased 

and the calves age-verified, then 

the producer completes an 

incentive-discount reimburse-

ment form and submits that 

together with receipts to Alberta 

Agriculture.  These forms are 

available online at 

www.agriculture.alberta.ca    

or from our office.   

After July 1, 2010, producers will 

receive the discount right at the 

point of purchase making it more 

convenient.  
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PASTURE RECOVERY INITIATIVE  
Under the 2010 Pasture Recovery Initiative, live-
stock producers living in the eligible counties and 
municipal districts in Central and Northern Alberta 
(County of Northern Lights is eligible)  will re-
ceive pasture assistance for breeding cattle and  
other types of breeding livestock. In 2008 and 
2009, portions of Alberta experienced challenging 
weather conditions that resulted in pasture devel-
opment being delayed by 4-6 weeks in the hardest 
hit areas. This AgriRecovery payment will allow 
eligible livestock producers time to evaluate their 
pastures and make decisions, as necessary. The 
program will be administered by AFSC, with pack-
ages containing application forms being mailed out 
to producers. Forms are also available online at 
www.afsc.ca or AFSC district offices.  Deadline to 
apply is Sept 1, 2010.  Payments will be based on 
the type of breeding livestock producers had as of 
January 1, 2010.  Breeding animal means horses, 
beef cattle, bison, elk, deer, llamas, sheep, goats 
or alpacas bred to produce offspring in 2010 or a 
breeding male and primarily grazed on land in the 
2009 drought area. Eligible applicants will be paid 
an amount calculated as the number of eligible 
breeding livestock multiplied by the following per 
head amount: Horses $60;Beef Cattle & Bison 
$50; Elk $25; Deer & Llamas $12.50 and Sheep, 
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¶ wƻǳƴŘǳǇ ¢ǊŀƴǎƻǊō 
¶ tǊŜtŀǎǎ 
¶ wƻǳƴŘǳǇ  Ҍ a/t! 
¶ wƻǳƴŘǳǇ  Ҍ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ 
¶ tǊŜ-tŀǊŜ 
¶ IŜŀǘ 
¶ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ tǊƻ 
¶ /ƭŜŀƴ{ǘŀǊǘ 
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¢ƻ ōŜ ǊƻƭƭŜŘ ŀǘ ƅƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ 
ǎŜŜŘŜŘ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ŎƻƳƳŜǊπ
Ŏƛŀƭ ƴƛǘǊƻƎŜƴ ŦŜǊǝƭƛȊŜǊ ŀŘŘŜŘΥ 

¶ CŀōŀōŜŀƴǎ 
¶ {ƻȅōŜŀƴǎ 
¶ CƛŜƭŘ ǇŜŀǎ 
¶ .ŜǊǎŜŜƳ ŎƭƻǾŜǊ 
¶ IŀƛǊȅ ±ŜǘŎƘ 
¶ /ƘƛŎƪƭƛƴƎ ±ŜǘŎƘ 
¶ CŜƴǳƎǊŜŜƪ 
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hǾŜǊ молл ǘǊŜŜǎ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ  
ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ пр ǾŀǊƛŜǝŜǎ -  
ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǇƭŀǎǝŎ ƳǳƭŎƘ 
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¶ пс-л-л 
¶ оп-л-л 
¶ 9{b όŦŀƭƭ ƻƴƭȅύ 
¶ нт-л-л ό/ŀƭŎƛǳƳ ƴƛǘǊŀǘŜύ 
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¶ LƴŬƴƛǘȅ 

¶ .ŀǊǊƛŎŀŘŜ 

¶ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ 

¶ tǊŜǎǝƎŜ 

¶ {ǇŜŎǘǊǳƳ 
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{ŜŜŘŜŘ WǳƴŜ мл ŀǘ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ϧ [ƻǊπ
ƴŀ {Ŏƻǧϥǎ ό м ƳƛƭŜ ǿŜǎǘ ƻŦ ²ŀǊπ
ǊŜƴǎǾƛƭƭŜύ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ŎŀǧƭŜ ǇǊŜŦŜǊπ
ŜƴŎŜǎΥ 

¶ .ŀƭŜǊΣ aǳǎǘŀƴƎ ϧ 9ǾŜǊƭŜŀŦ hŀǘǎ 
¶ {ǳƴŘǊŜΣ ·Ŝƴŀ ϧ [ŀŎƻƳōŜ .ŀǊƭŜȅ 
¶ .ǳƴƪŜǊ ¢ǊƛǝŎŀƭŜ 
¶ wŜŘ tǊƻǎƻΣ /ǊƻǿƴΣ {ƛōŜǊƛŀƴ ϧ 
DƻƭŘŜƴ DŜǊƳŀƴ aƛƭƭŜǘ 

 

±!wL9¢¸ 59ahb{¢w!¢Lhb{ 
/ƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ ƘŜƛƎƘǘΣ ǎǘŀƴŘŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ƭƻŘƎπ
ƛƴƎΣ ƳŀǘǳǊƛǘȅ ϧ ȅƛŜƭŘ 
Q ²I9!¢ 
¶ IŀǊŘ ²ƘƛǘŜΥ {ƴƻǿōƛǊŘ 

¶ {ƻƊ ²ƘƛǘŜΥ !ƴŘǊŜǿ 

¶ /ŀƴŀŘŀ tǊŀƛǊƛŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎΥ 

             ртлл tw ϧ /Ǌȅǎǘŀƭ 

¶ IŀǊŘ wŜŘ {ǇǊƛƴƎΥ  LƴǘǊŜǇƛŘΣ  WƻǳǊƴŜȅΣ 
tǊƻŘƛƎȅΣ /5/ DƻΣ !ƭƛƪŀǘΣ IŀǊǾŜǎǘ ϧ 
{ǇƭŜƴŘƻǊ 

 
Q CL9[5 t9!{ 
¶ ¸ŜƭƭƻǿǎΥ  aŜŀŘƻǿΣ aƛŘŀǎΣ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊπ
ōƛǊŘΣ 9ŎƭƛǇǎŜΣ /ǳǘƭŀǎǎ ϧ !ƎŀǎǎƛȊ 

¶ DǊŜŜƴΥ /ƻƻǇŜǊ ϧ bƛǘƻǳŎƘŜ 
 
Q h!¢{ 
¶ CŜŜŘΥ aǳǎǘŀƴƎ 

¶ CƻǊŀƎŜΥ /5/ .ŀƭŜǊ ϧ 9ǾŜǊƭŜŀŦ 

¶ aƛƭƭƛƴƎΥ /5/ .ƻȅŜǊΣ тсллaΣ 5ŜǊōȅ   
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/ƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŀǇǘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ Cŀōŀπ
ōŜŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǳǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ƻȅōŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ 
CƛŜƭŘ tŜŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ /ŀƴƻƭŀ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ 
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¢ƘŜ Ǉƭƻǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǳōǎƻƛƭŜŘ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ нллф 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ƎǊƻtƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ  ǎŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ   

ōŀǊƭŜȅ ƛƴ  нллф ϧ нлмл 
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2010 FARM TRIALS, DEMOS & PROJECTSé 

.ÏÒÔÈ 0ÅÁÃÅ !ÐÐÌÉÅÄ 2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ 

 

 

 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKERS: 

 Ron Heller  -  Direct Seeding into Sod  
                                    

 Jim Broatch -  Alberta Agriculture  - Beneficial insects  
 
 Calvin Yoder -  Alberta Agriculture   -  Pre-seed Burn-off Herbicide Trial  
                         -  Fall vs Spring Nitrogen on Smooth Bromegrass  

              -  Herbicide Trial on Smooth Bromegrass  
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GROWING FORWARD STEW ARDSHIP PLANS  - Stewardship Plans are designed to help producers demonstrate their 

environmental practices and plan for operational improvements that will reduce their environmental impact. Producers will be required 

to complete an Environmental Farm Plan (EFP) and a risk report based on their EFP which will direct them to one of three 

management programs that best suit their operation.  Producers who apply to the Programs and are approved can receive 50/50 cost-

share funding to help them achieve actions they have identified in their work plan. Stewardship Plans are divided into 3 programs and  

the maximum funding an Applicant can receive in each program is: 

¶ Integrated Crop Management   - $20,000 

¶ Grazing & Winter Feeding Management  - $15,000 

¶ Manure Management -  $50,000 

Producers can apply to more than one of the programs with separate Work Plans and Program Applications need to be completed for 

each.  If you need assistance in completing these, we can assist you. You are eligible to apply for funding if you have completed an 

Environmental Farm Plan and have a Growing Forward registration number.   

GROWING FORWARD WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM  - REPLACES THE PFRA PROGRAM 
This program provides technical assistance and incentive for the creation of a Long Term Water Management Plan.  Program payment 
will be based on ӎ of eligible costs to a maximum of $5000.  Eligible projects include: 

¶  Wells  

¶  Dugouts (including  development of a new dugout, aeration, fencing and floating intakes) 

¶  Dams (including intake and fencing) 

¶ Spring Development  

¶ Water tanks/storage/cisterns for low producing wells or as part of permanent water supply 

¶ Energy sources for access to new water sources or previously unused source 

¶ Buried pipelines  

¶ Livestock watering components, water supply development services  

TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THESE PROGRAMS, YOU MUST HAVE A GROWING FORWARD (GF) REGISTRATION  
NUMBER. TO OBTAIN A GF NUMBER, COMPLETE AND SUBMIT THE GF REGISTRATION FORM WHICH 
CAN BE OBTAINED OFF THE WEBSITE BELOW, BY CALLING 310 -FARM ( 3276) OR CONTACT NPA RA @ 780-

GROWING FORWARD - 
 FUNDING PROGRAMS FOR PRODUCERS 

 

       HOW TO TELL IF A GRASSHOPPER IS A PEST OR NOT 
BASIC RULES OF THUMB 

 

 

 

 

ʹ Any grasshopper flying before June is not a pest.  

ʹ Crop pest grasshoppers hatch in late May and early June, are brown or black, and always have tiny trian-
gular wing buds, not large wings that can be folded back when examined closely.  

ʹ Any grasshopper with hind wings highly visible in flight (red, yellow, orange or black) is not a pest. 
Grasshoppers have four wings; the hind wings are the flying wings, folded under the leathery forewings 
when not in use. 

ʹ Any grasshopper that sings, calls, clacks, clatters or makes other similar sounds, either in flight or on 
the ground, is not a pest. The pest species (and some non -pest species) are silent.  

ʹ Any grasshopper that inhabits a crop on a warm day without feeding on the vegetation may be a tempo-
rary resident that is moving to more preferred vegetation.  

ʹ Grasshoppers that remain in rangeland, headlands, or other grassland without moving into crops are like-
ly to be species that do not damage crops (monitoring during warm weather will allow this to be deter-
mined), and do not require control actions.  

ʹ Grasshoppers that appear lethargic and hang on vegetation in mid or late summer may be infected with 
naturally occurring pathogens that will help reduce their numbers.  

 b9²{  ŦǊƻƳ 
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/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ /ŀƴƻƭŀ DǊƻǿŜǊǎ !ǎǎƴ нлп-туу-ллфл DǊŀƛƴǎΣ hƛƭǎŜŜŘǎΣ tǳƭǎŜ /ǊƻǇǎ 

!ƭōŜǊǘŀ .ŜŜƪŜŜǇŜǊǎ тул-пуф-сфпф IƻƴŜȅ 

!ƭōŜǊǘŀ IƻƴŜȅ tǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎ /ƻ-ƻǇ [ǘŘ тул-фсн-ррто IƻƴŜȅ 

CŜŜŘŜǊ !ǎǎƴΩǎ ƻŦ !ƭōŜǊǘŀ тул-стп-нснн /ŀǧƭŜ 

tŜŀŎŜ wƛǾŜǊ {ŜŜŘ /ƻ-ƻǇ [ǘŘ тул-тср-отот /ǊƻǇ ǎŜŜŘǎ 

/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ²ƘŜŀǘ .ƻŀǊŘ м-улл-нтр-пнфн DǊŀƛƴǎ 

Protect your investment by learning how to:  

¶ Optimize your combine settings 
¶ Save fuel 
¶ Prevent yield losses from unnecessary damage or cracking 

aǊΦ aŀǊǝƴ wŜƛŎƘŜƭǘ  - ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ŦǊƻƳ 
DŜǊƳŀƴȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ !ǳƎǳǎǘ 

Sign up now!  Reserve your spot!  

Ϸолл wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ CŜŜ όƭǳƴŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘύ 

Ϸмлл ƴƻƴ- ǊŜŦǳƴŘŀōƭŜ ŘŜǇƻǎƛǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ 

/ŀƭƭ bt!w! Ϫ тул-уос-оорп 

 

ADVANCE PAYMENTS PROGRAM (APP)  
 

¢ƘŜ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜ tŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƛǎ ŀ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ 
ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŎŀǎƘ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŎŀǎƘ ƅƻǿ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ 
ŀƴŘ ōŜǧŜǊ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŀǊƪŜǝƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΦ  tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴπ
ŎƭǳŘŜΥ 

¶ [ƛƳƛǘ ƻƴ ŎŀǎƘ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜǎ ƛǎ ϷпллΣллл ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ϷмллΣ ллл ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ-ŦǊŜŜ 

¶ /ƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŎǊƻǇǎ 

¶ tǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎ  ƘŀǾŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ му ƳƻƴǘƘǎ όƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ !ǇǊƛƭ ǘƻ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊύ ǘƻ 
ƎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇŀȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǎƘ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜǎ 

¶ IƻƎ ϧ ŎŀǧƭŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎ  ƴƻǿ ƘŀǾŜ ǳƴǝƭ {ŜǇǘ олΣ нлмл ǘƻ ǊŜǇŀȅ нллу-нллф ŎŀǎƘ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜǎ 

 tǊƻŘǳŎŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŎŀǎƘ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ !ttΥ   



 

 

 

tŀƎŜ р  b9²{  ŦǊƻƳ 
.ÏÒÔÈ 0ÅÁÃÅ !ÐÐÌÉÅÄ 2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ 

In early April a group of us 
travelled down to Tower Lake Hall near 
Dawson Creek (via the Leading Edge 

van) to listen to Jill Clapperton, world  

renowned soil scientist and here are a 

few tidbits we learned:  

Q Fall tillage is the most detrimental to 
soil organisms, spring tillage will do 

less damage  

Q A pea crop will actually modify soil 

structure 

Q Earthworms LOVE canola, they may 
only have one neuron for a brain but 
they know which crops they prefer 
and they donõt like crops with lots of 
carbon.  They really like canola, flax 

and peas   

Q Mycorrhizal fungi are a pipeline be-
tween the soil and the plant, moving 
water and nutrients to the plant in 

Q The most biologically active area is 
the rhizosphere (rooting zone). It is 
bathed in energy-rich carbon com-
pounds, (products of plant photo-
synthesis) which have leaked from 
the roots.  These include sugars, 
amino acids and organic acids 
called root exudates.  The quantity 
& quality of these compounds deter-
mines the microbial community of 

the rhizosphere 

Q Rotate low residue crops like peas 
and canola with higher residue cere-

als to reduce trash loading 

Q Glyphosate is an incredible metal 
chelator, binding heavy metals.  
Crops need Manganese and glypho-
sate makes it unavailable, this can 
be overcome by adding sulphur and 

manganese 

THANK - YOU LEADING EDGE for supplying the van and driver at no charge -  your generosity is much appreciated!!!  

 

 

Controlled Traffic Farming Alberta (CTFA) is a farmer-led initiative aimed at evaluating controlled traffic farming systems in 

Alberta.  The farmers are interested in taking no-till and precision agriculture to the next level. They recently launched a web 

site and web based message board discussion group on controlled traffic farming.  Peter Gamache, Project Leader says ôit is 

part of our plan to build a network of people interested in controlled traffic.  CTF is pretty new to Alberta so sharing ideas and 

questions among growers, agronomists, equipment dealers and researchers will be importantõ.   

The Controlled Traffic Farming Alberta Message Board is a forum to share your questions and experiences 

about controlled traffic, guidance, inter-row seeding, equipment, agronomics and other issues and observa-

tions. To sign up for the forum, go to the website www.controlledtrafficfarming.org/ and follow the link.  The 

website also has  valuable links to controlled traffic farming web sites.   

What is Controlled Traffic Farming and Why Do It? 

Controlled traffic farming is a system that tries to separate the area that machinery travels on from the area where the crop 

grows.  Permanent traffic lanes where all machinery travels each year are established.  A farmer needs to build a machinery 

system where as much as possible all machinery uses a similar wheel gauge (distance between wheels across the machine).  

One of the most common systems used is a 30 foot seeder, 30 foot combine/header and 90 foot sprayer, all running on a 

similar wheel gauge, for example 10 feet. 
 
Controlled traffic farming is an attempt to address the detrimental effects of compaction caused by the current tools we use 

to travel our fields.  A one pass direct seeding system covers about 50% of the field each year.  It is also estimated that 80% 

of the damage caused by compaction is created on the first pass over the field.  The move to larger and heavier equipment 

and random traffic in most cropping systems has increased compaction.  
  
Equipment Considerations 

RTK GPS guidance is an essential technology for controlled traffic.  Adapting large-scale farming systems to controlled traffic 

will be a challenge.  Matching wheel widths, selecting appropriate tires or tracks and implement widths are all part of design-

ing an effective system that keeps all wheel tracks traveling on the same lanes.  The combine will likely be the driver in se-

lecting wheel widths, so 120 inch tracks will be common.  Inter row seeding and more precision application of pesticides may 

be some of the first steps taken towards a full blown controlled traffic system.  
 
If you are already practising CTF or are interested in these new concepts, please call Peter Gamache @ 780-720-4346 

Or email pmgamache@gmail.com.  Funding is being provided by Alberta Crop Industry Fund (ACIDF), Alberta Canola Producers Com-

mission, Alberta Pulse Growers, Alberta Barley Commission and Alberta Winter Wheat Producers Commission 

exchange for the carbon-rich products 
of photosynthesis.  These fungi make 
phosphorus more available to plants 
and they prefer cereal crops. They are 
also known to increase resistance of 

the plant host to root diseases 

Q Is very important to use crop sequence 
and cover crops. These rotations en-

hance multiplication of Mycorrhizae: 

¶ CanolaʹWheat/BarleyʹPeasʹCanola/Flax 

Q It is important to rotate our crops - 
different organisms like different crops 
and we need the diversity of soil organ-
isms.  Mycorrhizae do not like canola 

but earthworms do 

Q Soil Organic Matter (SOM) is the prima-
ry food source for soil organisms, and 
the quantity and quality of the SOM is 

what drives nutrient cycling   


